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Sowing and Reaping
Galatians 6:6-10

Introduction:
Paul builds this section around what has become a very familiar saying: “Whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.”
What a Motto! 
What a great slogan for a T-shirt.!
What a guide for life!
Agriculture is the most obvious example of this axiom, probably because of the terminology of sowing and reaping.

Noah received a promise from God after the flood, “While the earth ﻿﻿remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, winter and summer, and ﻿﻿day and night shall not cease.” 
It is still true today. If a farmer wants a crop, he must sow some seed.
It is also true in Technology - GI-GO
It is true in Finance - If you don’t invest, you won’t earn money. If you put your money in a mattress, or in a can in the back yard, it may be stolen. But whatever happens you will not get an increase.
It is true in Human Relationships – “He who would have friends must show himself friendly.” (Proverbs 18:24)
I. The Performance of Sowing and Reaping – 6:6
“Let him who is taught the word share in all good things with him who teaches.”
One responsibility of each believer is to shoulder the financial support of the pastor-teachers in the church. These would be those who spent their time studying, teaching and ministering in the church. They did not have jobs outside the church.
This might seem strange to the Galatian believers: Because of

· The Law - There was a tax (tithe) for that. (Total 22%)
· The Judaizers - P/T were teaching the Grace Gospel.
· Paul’s example: He did not accept money from the ones to whom he was ministering. But that is a personal decision for his own ministry.
It was the believers’ responsibility to share in this way.
Later on after Paul had ministered in Corinth he was in Ephesus and word got to him from Corinth. Some people in Corinth were saying that Paul was not a real apostle. One of their reasons was that he did not charge them as the other apostles did.
In 1 Corinthians 9:1-18 Paul defends himself and his policy: He defends his rights as an apostle.

First, the Proofs of His Apostleship
“Am ﻿﻿I not an apostle? Am I not free? ﻿﻿Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? ﻿﻿Are you not my work in the Lord? If I am not an apostle to others, yet doubtless I am to you. For you are ﻿﻿the ﻿﻿seal of my apostleship in the Lord. 

Second, His Rights as an Apostle

“My defense to those who examine me is this: Do we have no ﻿﻿right to eat and drink? ﻿Do we have no right to take along ﻿﻿a believing wife, as do also the other apostles, ﻿﻿the brothers of the Lord, and ﻿﻿Peter? Or is it only Barnabas and I ﻿﻿who have no right to refrain from working? ﻿
Third, Proofs of Apostolic Rights
a. In Warfare - 7
“Who ever goes to war at his own expense?”
b. In Agriculture
“Who ﻿﻿plants a vineyard and does not eat of its fruit?  Or who ﻿﻿tends a flock and does not drink of the milk of the flock?”
c. The Mosaic Law Concerning Physical Labor
“Do I say these things as a mere man? Or does not the law say the same also? ﻿For it is written in the law of Moses, ﻿﻿“You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain.” Is it oxen God is concerned about? ﻿Or does He say it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written, that ﻿﻿he who plows should plow in hope, and he who threshes in hope should be partaker of his hope. ﻿ ﻿﻿If we have sown spiritual things for you, is it a great thing if we reap your material things? ﻿If others are partakers of this right over you, are we not even more?”
d. Mosaic Law Concerning Spiritual Service
Parenthetically he says: “(Nevertheless we have not used this right, but endure all things ﻿﻿lest we hinder the gospel of Christ.) ﻿Do you not know that those who minister the holy things eat of the things of the ﻿﻿temple, and those who serve at the altar partake of the offerings of the altar? Even so ﻿﻿the Lord has commanded ﻿﻿that those who preach the gospel should live from the gospel.”
---------------------------------------------------------------------------

And just as someone was about to start taking an offering for Paul, He gave his personal reasons for not making a charge for his ministry.
---------------------------------------------------------------------

“But, ﻿﻿I have used none of these things, nor have I written these things that it should be done so to me; for ﻿﻿it would be better for me to die than that anyone should make my boasting void. ﻿For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for ﻿﻿necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not preach the gospel! ﻿For if I do this willingly, ﻿﻿I have a reward; but if against my will, ﻿﻿I have been entrusted with a stewardship. ﻿What is my reward then? That ﻿﻿when I preach the gospel, I may present the gospel ﻿﻿of Christ without charge, that I ﻿﻿may not abuse my authority in the gospel. 

Paul’s personal method of ministering is just that – personal. It should not be seen as more spiritual or binding on anyone else.
II. The Principles of Sowing and Reaping – 6:7-8
“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for ﻿﻿whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.”
The first line is a large red flag before we enter into this topic “God is not mocked.”

What He says is exactly what He means! The first line sets up the second. It is extremely important to understand this principle. There are 4 “duh!” statements. (like – Who’s buried in Grant’s tomb?) These are obvious but are often overlooked.
A. You have to Put in Before You can Take Out – We reap if we sow.
Jesus said in John 12:24,

“Most assuredly, I say to you, ﻿﻿unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much ﻿﻿grain.”
If you have a small bag of grain, you can put it in a jar on the shelf and it will not decrease, but it will also not increase. It must be put into the ground and die. Then it will increase. So, we have to sow.
B. What You Put in is what you Take Out – We reap what we sow.
This is true in the physical realm and the spiritual realm.

1. Sowing to the Flesh Reaps Corruption – 6:8a
“For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption,”
The flesh refers to the old nature. (Note: “his”) “Sowing to the old nature”, means using our resources for gratification of the flesh. I.e.: for the things to satisfy the old sinful nature. That behavior reaps corruption, decay. It has no lasting value.
2. Sowing to the Spirit Reaps Everlasting Life – 6:8b 
“but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap ﻿﻿everlasting life.”
There are some who see that the result of sowing to the flesh reaps corruption and sowing to the Spirit reaps everlasting life assume that corruption refers to everlasting death or hell. So, they say: he lost his salvation or this experience reveals that he never was saved in the first place. This cannot be true for the following reasons:

· Paul is writing to believers (3:29) and believers cannot lose their salvation. They received ETERNAL life.
· The parallel in 5:21 refers to missing out on ruling with Christ in the kingdom.
· 6:8 is comparable to 2 Timothy 2:12 where the issue is ruling with Christ or failing to rule with Him.
· Reaping everlasting life is clearly not the same as receiving everlasting life as a free gift.(Wilkin)
C. What You Take Out will be More than You Put In - We reap more than we sow
From the farming illustration it is obvious that you reap more than you sow. Otherwise, you might as well eat the wheat instead of planting it.
D. There will be a Time Lapse Between Putting In and Taking Out - We reap later than we sow
The farmer plants; Then he waits. When the time is right, he receives harvest.
III. The Pledge of Sowing and Reaping – 6:9
A. The Exhortation – 6:9a
“And ﻿﻿let us not grow weary while doing good,”
There may be times when we wonder whether God is watching. Maybe He is not going to give a reward this time. Not true! He has given His word – But there is a condition.

B. The Condition – 6:9b

“for in due season we shall reap ﻿﻿if we do not lose heart.”

We will reap, if we don’t give up. That’s a big “if.” We must finish the course. In his last Epistle, II Timothy, looking back over his life, Paul said that he had done three things: 1) fought the good fight, 2) finish my course, 3) kept the faith.
No runner gets a prize for quitting the race in the middle. The Christian race is not a 100 yard dash. It is not a 220 high hurdles. It is a marathon. We don’t have to get there first, but we do have to get there in order to qualify for the prize, the crown which entitles us to rule and reign with Christ in His Kingdom.
IV. The Priority of Sowing and Reaping – 6:10
﻿
“Therefore, as we have opportunity, ﻿﻿let us do good to all, ﻿﻿especially to those who are of the household of faith.”
The word “therefore” tells us that this verse is Paul’s conclusion to this section.
A. He is Teaching about Law and Grace

This verse will explain what Paul has been trying to tell us. The context of the entire Epistle would suggest that he is contrasting law and grace.
“But ﻿﻿if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.” (5:18)
“Sowing to the flesh” would = living under the Law.
“Sowing to the Spirit would = living under Grace.
This view is intriguing, but the immediate context takes precedence. 

B. He is Teaching about the Use of our Resources
The immediate context suggests that he is contrasting:
Spending our money on things that appeal to the flesh
       and
Spending our money on things that appeal to the Spirit
He started with our responsibility to the pastor/teacher. In this verse he expands it to all men, especially to the household of faith, i.e. the believers. We have the responsibility and the privilege to see to it that no one in the body is lacking in the necessities of life. That’s what families do.
Conclusion:
